Introduction
I’m Not Dead Yet is inspired by a book, by Julia Neuberger,
which examines the experience of being an elderly
citizen in our culture and which highlights the way older
people are generally written off, ignored or forgotten.
I started this series of portraits because I feel there
is a loss of knowledge and understanding about our
elders. Their history is being forgotten. They are the last
surviving generation from the Second World War and
they have many stories to tell us and things to teach us.
The world is changing rapidly. We are richer than we
ever were. We have computers and mobile phones. We
can talk to each other face-to-face from opposite ends of
the earth. We can have almost anything we desire from
anywhere in the world and yet the world can seem such
a difficult place at times.
I sense a loss of hope and pride in our young adults for
themselves and for their future. Through these drawings
and these stories, I hope to show the younger generation
that difficult times can be overcome and can be part of a
happy, fulfilled life.
Malca Schotten 2013
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Artist’s Statement
I see one of my roles as an artist is to enable social
commentary and to change the conservative approach
to exhibiting art in our largely rural community. I
want to reach out to the wider public by exhibiting
in a public space that makes a connection with
people about their lives. I am passionate about raising
the profile of drawing and being innovative with a
traditional art form on an untraditional scale.
Exhibiting these large-scale drawings steps out of
the predictable, conventional boundaries of framed
works hung on exhibition boards. It is also in contrast
to the commercial imagery and advertising that
overwhelms and surrounds us in our cities. I aim to
encourage our public institutions to use the skills of
artists to support them in their role of serving the
community and enriching the public’s experience
of all contemporary art forms.
These sessions have been a great experience for the
sitters. During initial sittings in 2009, I was told by my
sitters how they really looked forward to being still and
taking time to reflect on their past lives. They said how
good it felt to tell their stories, almost like being in a
therapy session, instead of feeling that they were just
another old person banging on about the past.
Malca Schotten 2013
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Anthonio
I would like to die with the husband
of a beautiful woman running after
me with a shotgun.
Anthonio 2008

Age 84, born in Camden Town, London in 1924, with a
Spanish heritage.
I saw Anthonio in Pizza Express,
he looked like a tall Mattisse,
I had to draw him.
He thought I was an angel,
who had come to rescue him.
He told me he had written a book about
how he had slept with 287 women.
He told me he was dying of cancer.
He did not tell me he had a drink problem.
He did not tell me he was a diabetic.
I was fascinated by him,
and I was troubled by him.

My many sessions drawing Anthonio spanned a year.
This is one of a large series of drawings and sketches.
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After his sittings I lost contact with Anthonio,
recently I was told the sad news that he had died two or three years ago.
It would be nice to think he went the way he had dreamed of.
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Cecilia
At my sister’s 99th birthday
someone said to her, are you going
to make it to 100? She said, ‘Oh no I
don’t think I can be bothered’ … that
was typical of her, she always took
life very easy.
Cecilia 2010

Age 93, born 1917, Cecilia is the last surviving of seven
girls. Brought up in Cambridge, she is also mother of
seven, and a grandmother and auntie to many.
Cecilia’s family lived next door to her mother’s sister,
who had an artistic, bohemiam house full of poetry and
literature. At one time she remembers Kurt Jooss and
his dance troupe, having fled the Nazis, staying there.
Widowed with two children during the war, she met
and married George Bazeley Scurfiled a writer, poet, and
socialist. They found a great love and shared passions,
and had a wonderful life full of adventures.
They wrote a series of books on home bakery, ran a
successful kitchenware shop (that preceded Habitat),
and a second hand book shop. Most things they turned
their hands to were successful, and when they had had
enough, they would move onto the next thing,
just for the fun of it.
Cecilia was one of my first sitters and came to my studio for several sessions.
This drawing is one of a series of five.
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Christine
It’s the sound, the smell, the steam,
the fire… it’s the steam or nothing…
the brakes sound like a heart beat.
Christine 2009

Age 66, born in 1942, mother of two, one of whom is a professor,
grandmother of four, author, keeper of an extraordinary house – Ware Hall in
Wells-next-the-Sea – where she provides Bed and Breakfast for the curious.
Christine worked as a chemistry teacher and now works on the steam
engines at the Sheringham Railway.
Christine is a published author and co-wrote the story of Ware Hall
Miss Savidge Moves Her House with Michael McMahon.
I have known Christine for about 18 years on and off. She is an
extraordinarily energetic, quirky and inspirational woman. She has found
the greatest love of her life in the last few years – steam engines.

Christine was one of my first sitters, in 2009.
She arrived wearing dungarees and brought her favourite shovel.
She preferred to stand rather than sit.
This drawing is one in a series of four.
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Connie
I didn’t do much until I was 40. I was
just a normal housewife… and then I
went berserk!
You can’t believe it sometimes when
you think about it… I’m a recycled
teenager!
Connie 2013

Age 85, born in Norwich in 1927, Connie is one of five children.
Her parents were landlords of The New Inn in Nelson Street (now The
Fat Cat). As a child she lived with her grandma near Blyth Jex School
until they were bombed out in 1942.
When she was 15 Connie went to live with her mother at the New Star
Inn on Quayside. Like many women of her generation she stayed at home
and brought up the kids. When the soldiers came back from the war they
wanted their jobs back, so there were very few opportunities for women
to work or train for skilled jobs. Connie survived doing two or three jobs at
a time. She has delivered leaflets, worked the land, driven a taxi, driven a
tractor, worked in a chocolate factory, and been a bookie’s runner.
Connie has three children.
At 40 she danced nearly every dance.
At 50 she skied nearly every slope.
At 60 after her husband died, she started fencing.
She has won over 100 medals and has fenced Russell Howard on the telly.
She is the first woman Freeman of the City of Norwich.
She carried the Olympic torch in 2012.
She is invited regularly to gives talks to both
young and old about keeping active.
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David
Science is a creative and
social activity, very different
from the stereotype of a scientist
as a lone ‘boffin’ in a white coat
and glasses who never has
fun in the lab.
David 2013

Age 80, born in Kinver, Staffordshire in 1933. David’s father was an income
tax inspector and his mother was a teacher. He has one sister. They lived
near a farm where they would volunteer to help, learning many farm skills.
Along with this experience, David was inspired to work in science by a short
film seen in the local cinema about the life of an agricultural advisor.
From Lymm Grammar school, David got a scholarship to Cambridge where
he did a degree and a PhD in microbial genetics. ”When I was in my final
year at Cambridge, genetics was at a very exciting stage. That was when
the double helical structure of DNA was published by Watson and Crick”.
David recalled, “At a symposium in New York I met Giuseppe Sermonti,
who worked on the same microbe as me. He invited me to work with him
in Rome. I set off in my car taking my mutant cultures with me. It was an
amazing time, Rome in 1960, the time of Fellini’s film La Dolce Vita”.
David lectured in botany and genetics. He was professor of genetics at UEA
and head of genetics at the John Innes Centre and was knighted for services
to genetics in 1994. He is now emeritus. He is married to Joyce H. They
met in Scotland when she was studying mouse genetics. They have three
children and six grandchildren.
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Eshetu
Whether there is Hell or not it is
better to do well to others in this
life. If you do your best you can
do no more and so you will be
at peace with yourself and your
surroundings.
Eshetu 2013

Age 69, born in Ethiopia in 1944. Eshetu’s mother was a housewife and his
father was a policeman. “I learnt gardening from my father.” They didn’t have
much money, and kept cows for milk and goats for milk and meat; they were
self-sufficient. His father believed in education “He tried to keep me in school,
because when we were young we used to say ‘yes we are going to school’,
but then we were not going to school, we were playing in the street. So he
followed and checked, and put me back. That was good, I appreciate it now”.
Among his many achievements Eshetu has attained a Diploma in
Agriculture, BSc degree in Plant sciences, MSc degree in Crop Protection,
and PhD in Phytobacteriology. He has worked at the Ministry of Community
Development and Social Affairs in Ethiopia and been an Agronomist and
Acting manager of a commercial farm. He is now the leader and Projects
Coordinator for the Norfolk African Community Association (NACA),
running training programmes in horticultural skills at the Bluebell South
Allotments in Norwich.
Eshetu has been married for over 40 years and has five sons and a daughter.
Studying in England for his PhD kept him apart from his wife and children,
who were trapped in war-troubled Ethiopia. Despite attempts to return he
was unable to get back home. Eshetu, his wife and two sons were reunited
here in the UK after 18 years apart. Their four other children are
still in Ethiopia.
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Frank
If I think I look smart, I feel better.
Frank 2013

Age 76 , born in London in 1937. When I asked Frank if his blazer was from
his old school he replied, with a twinkle in his eye, “Yes, St Trinian’s”
Born in Charing Cross Hospital, Frank was evacuated to Wiltshire during
the war. After school he was an office boy and Air Cadet. At 17 he wanted
to join the RAF, but they wouldn’t have him because of his “wonky left eye”.
He spent thirty years as a ‘Gunner’ in the Royal Artillery and later a Radio
Operator. “I go to church once a year on November 11th. Remembrance Day”.
Frank was married to the love of his life for 44 years, “Apart from Betty
Grable, who refused to marry me”. They had two children.
His wife died in January 2013.
Frank has two other great loves in his life apart from his wife.
New Orleans jazz – “Mardi Gras is the best” – and Arsenal. His grandmother
lived opposite the Arsenal football ground which was “extremely useful”.
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Helen
When they were ready to go to
university, I went too, we used to
study and share notes together…
I was good friends with my boys.
Helen 2013

Age 87, born in Crosby, Liverpool in 1926, Helen was one of six children.
She was good at school and keen to go to university, but it was war time.
Helen has taught management skills, studied sociology and psychology and
was the founding member of the St Barnabas Counselling Centre, Norwich.
Helen is a founding member of The University the Third Age (U3A).
Helen married in 1946 just before her 20th birthday and then received
“the present” of her two sons in her 21st year, one at the beginning and one
at the end. “When they were ready to go to university, I went too, we used to
study and share notes together… I was good friends with my boys”.
In the last three years she has lost her husband, one of her sons
and her sister.
“A woman’s life was very much about looking after someone else… and
I now feel un-needed… life goes on and you just get on with it and be
thankful for what you have got.”

11

INDY pages 6-01.indd 11

24/09/2013 11:10

John
It was a twenty-four hour
marriage… she was wonderful at
home, terrific in bed and terrific
at work. She was an organiser
without compare.
She was naturally dishy… she didn’t
have airs and graces… although if
she gave you a black look, people
tended to curl up and walk away. I
miss her hugely.
John on his wife Jacqueline 2013

Age 69, born in Wellingborough in 1944. John has five sisters, two of whom
were really cousins but joined his family when they were three years old.
His mother was a teacher and artist and his father was Norwich City Council
Treasurer and gardener.
John went to City of Norwich School. He then studied electrical engineering
and mechanical engineering at City College. Shortly after that John set up
his own business as a designer and furniture maker, using the skills he had
learnt from High School. ”Even now I use the things I learnt there every day,
probably every hour of every day”. John is passionate about design and
making, yet struggles with the constraints of trying to survive financially,
having to make things that people want rather than following
his own design ideas.
Until a few months ago John ran his business together with his wife,
Jacqueline. She died unexpectedly in April 2013. John and Jacqueline were
married for 42 years and they have three children.
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Joyce D
I’m content with my life. I have
achieved more than I ever thought
possible for a scruffy kid with
a ‘handicap’ that put her in the
bottom class in primary school.
Joyce 2013

Age 69, born in Scunthorpe in 1944, Joyce’s father was a steel worker and
her mother made fishing nets. Told after university that she was “Too deaf to
teach the deaf”, for 20 years she taught literature to the hearing instead.
Joyce is well known as a children’s author. She has taught art, drama and
has been a writer in residence at the UEA and for the Millennium Project.
She is proud resident of Norwich.
Of the experience of taking part in this project she said, “If you make me
look sad and melancholy that’s fine but that’s my ‘resting’ face, like the
Queen’s, a bit grim. But I’m happy underneath – honest! I like people,
and I love where I live.”
Joyce is aware that deafness makes demands on other people,
not all of whom can respond, but she also sees it as strengthening, forcing
her to develop inner resources – good for a writer. She has peace and
quiet at the flick of a switch.
“I’m content with my life. I have achieved more than I ever thought
possible for a scruffy kid with a ‘handicap’ that put her in the
bottom class in primary school.
“I was lucky to be born at a time when children like me were given chances.
It’s much harder now.”
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Joyce H
My children keep from their children
the fact that I was naughty because
they don’t want to encourage them…
every now and then I let something out
when their parents aren’t around.
Joyce 2013

Age 80, born 1933, Joyce grew up in Brighton and Hove and she hated
school, finding it boring. She reacted naughtily and then quite often had to
stay behind and write lines. In the summer she would frequently disappear
round the corner to the local county cricket ground. “I hated school and I
loved cricket. It was a no brainer”
Joyce is married with three children and six grandchildren.
Joyce has a real twinkle in her eye and she may be small but has claim
to a huge list of achievements including, a BSc in Zoology and a PhD in
Quantitative Genetics. She has been a research scientist, working on the
inheritance of lung cancer, a magistrate, a CAB worker, a campaigner, a
trustee of several charities and is still on many committees. She is Chairman
of the Norwich Older People’s Forum and of the Norfolk Older People’s
Strategic Partnership.
“Nowadays I am working on behalf of older people in order to find a voice
for them and to enable the different generations of older people – they
range from 50 to 100 plus – to play their full role in society whatever that
might be, and for the frail and vulnerable to receive the care they need in
the form of their choice.”
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Keith
I had bright red ginger hair, it had a wave
then it just turned up, it just grew up, it
would have been like a Mohican….
It was strong wiry hair, I used to get called
‘Brillo pad’ and ‘Ginger’.
Keith 2013

Age 77, born in Hadley, Essex in 1936, Keith’s father suffered from what
must have been post-traumatic stress disorder after the war and his mother
held the family together.
Married with two daughters, one of whom died suddenly in 2003, he has
two grandchildren, from his other daughter.
Keith went to City of Norwich School. He has worked in stables and
accountants, for Shell and Norfolk County Council. He has been a part time
caretaker, is on the Committee of the Bluebell Allotments and is passionate
about chrysanthemums.
Keith and his wife are happily retired. “We love it, we would like a bit more
money, but we cope. We are the same, we have never owed a penny; if we
can’t have it we won’t get it… if we want anything we save up.”
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Matty
I trained the synchronised swimming
team that went to the Olympics in
Los Angeles. When I moved to Belgium
I became the Belgian national coach
and went with them to the Olympics
in Seoul in Korea.
Matty 2013

Age 69, born in Breda, Holland in 1944, Matty’s father was a design engineer
and her mother a music teacher. She has two brothers, is in her second
marriage with David and they have one son. Matty had two parallel careers.
She started work on integrated circuit technology as a laboratory chemist
in Nijmegen, then was an Analytical Chemist at the University of Nijmegen,
working in Exobiology (studies of the Origins of Life). Following this she
taught Maths for the Open University and she retired last year.
Her second career is in swimming. As a youngster she swam at National
level. She helped found synchronised swimming in Holland and
became Dutch national trainer and an international judge. “I trained the
synchronised swimming team that went to the Olympics in Los Angeles.
When I moved to Belgium I became the Belgian National coach
and went with them to the Olympics in Seoul in Korea.” Since
2000 she has been a masters swimmer and competed at every
World and European Championship.
Matty loves to learn she is currently studying Art History on the Open
University. Amongst her many talents she can knit, do ceramics and can play
the piano and mandolin. She also loves her high heels!
“ I don’t feel old at all. Sometimes I think they want to put you in a box,
like I am an old age pensioner… I’M NOT! … I will have red hair till the end;
I feel good with it.”
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Norman
They were all mortar boards,
and gowns, and mostly not great
teachers, we used to see how
much ink we could flick on their
gowns as they walked past.
Norman 2013

Age 90, born 1923, Norman is a proud Welshman. Son of a railway clerk and
keen amateur footballer. In the early 1930s Norman moved to Rhyl, aged
seven. It was a modern town with a big railway station. Goods for the area
would come in by rail. “There was a man from the railway who spent his
whole day continually taking supplies from the station to M&S by horse and
cart… the roads were full of horse muck, and now they put nappies on the
horses at Great Yarmouth sea front!”
Norman went to grammar school but was not interested in academic
achievement like his father. He is inquisitive and full of energy.
“I just wanted to go out and explore, work and make money. I’ve had so
many jobs, but never got the sack. People from my generation had the best
times for working people. There was plenty of work and wages were good.”
Norman also recalled his time in the Homeguard, “it was just like
‘Dad’s Army’ and I was just like the young lad Pike, although I hopefully
wasn’t as daft.
“I would like to live to be very, very old.
Subject to reasonable health of course!”
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Patricia
I do Body Pump and Spinning
and my boss wants me to tell you
about my theory of tying children
to lamp posts.
Patricia 2013

Age 69, born in 1944, Patricia is up-front, vivacious full of youthful energy
and has a passion for young adults and their troublesome issues. She
advocates ‘mindfulness’. She has worked in cosmetics, fashion and ran a
pharmacy and café in the Outback, in Australia – with a new baby in tow,
still wearing a mini skirt and false lashes. She is now manager of
The Futon Shop, in Norwich.
Her boyfriend of twenty years, now has dementia. “He was an old rocker,
an engineer, a psychologist and hilarious. He is still hilarious and makes me
laugh a lot. He is the dearest, kindest, funniest person and when I ask him if
he is happy he says, ‘everything is just nice’”.
“I am grateful for what I have I say to myself, whatever will happen in life will
happen. I trust good things will happen and I just leave it to God or whoever.
I sleep really well and just say dear God you just do what you think is right.”
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Penny
I always rather fancied being
buried at sea… I would perhaps
like to become a hazard to
shipping, so put me in a boat,
push me out to sea, and I will
float about off Yarmouth and
become a hazard.
Penny 2013

Age 68, born in 1945, Penny’s parents were hoteliers. They owned the
St George Hotel in Great Yarmouth. She went to a secondary modern school
and left with no qualifications.
“I was a bit of a wild child between 10 and 12… classic young attention
seeking behaviour. There was a gang of us kids, we used to get up to all
things… general trouble making stuff… unfortunately when the police
came I was the slowest runner. I always got caught… I was sent to a brilliant
psychologist who sorted me out.”
Penny has put her hand to all sorts of work in her life including working in
the family business, publishing during the Wapping riots, computer training
and career advice and guidance. Penny currently works with the
Great Yarmouth Preservation Trust and is a volunteer at the Disability
Information and Advice Line in Great Yarmouth.
“Getting old is not too bad, once you accept the fact that you’ll probably
never bungee jump or sky dive, it has some very distinct advantages…
you have far greater freedoms to say and do what you wish.”
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Rosamund
I never really got over the
Headmistress saying in front of the
whole school “ROSAMUND INGLIS…
whenever I look at you, I think of
that Stephen Spender poem...
‘Like rootless weeds, the hair torn
around their pallor’”.
I was absolutely mortified.
Rosamund 2013

Age 69, born in 1944, there is something very youthful about
Rosamund and one can easily imagine her as a young girl. Her father was
naval officer so Rosamund was sent to naval boarding school, which was
200 miles from home. From there she went to art school and then did
Voluntary Service Overseas.
In the early 1970s Rosamund got a dream job at the BBC, who had marked
her down as ‘a girl worth looking out for’. “I was very, very lucky… I wanted
to be a set designer at the BBC… it was fun and gassy, it was such a buzzy
place in the early 70s. BBC training was second to none. All senior designers
were war heroes or had been in the Camouflage Corps.”
Rosamund was married and has two children. Her daughter has survived a
long battle with a drugs habit and consequently Rosamund has raised her
first granddaughter for the last ten years. She now has two grandchildren.
She has worked as an interior designer since leaving the BBC.
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Wally
It doesn’t matter how famous
you are, how good-looking you
are... you’ve only got that one
life and you don’t know when
it’s gonna stop.
Wally 2013

Age 65, born in Eccles in 1945. Wally’s father met and married his Austrian
mother at the end of the war. He has two older brothers and has been
married three times. He has three children and three grandchildren.
Wally has worked as a night club DJ, been a reporter and a hospital DJ.
He served in the RAF for 11 years and was stationed at RAF Coltishall
from 1974–1980.
Wally gets up at 2.30am five mornings a week to present his BBC Radio
Norfolk Breakfast Show. He is on six stations, from Lincolnshire to Kent, and
answers emails from fans all around the world. Wally is partly the inspiration
for Alan Partridge and takes it all in good humour. He owns a boat and a
Lambretta and loves DIY.
“It doesn’t matter how famous you are, how good-looking you are,
you’ve only got that one life and you don’t know when its gonna stop.
If you are a billionaire there are still only 24 hours in one day.
“Getting older is great, each day I strive to achieve something… I try to keep
active in both body and mind. I like mixing with the younger generation,
even they can teach you something!”
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Early photographs of sitters.

Norman, age 9, left

Wally
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Keith

Joyce D, age 49

David

Penny

Joyce H
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Frank

Eshetsu

Matty, age 7

Helen, age 16, centre.
“Taken in 1942 to send to Jack in the Middle East.”

John, right
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Rosamund, age 7, left
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